IT lhas long been known that acetone is present in the urine of patients who have been anaesthetized.
Becker, for instance, states' that acetone follows anaesthesia in at least two-thirds of the cases, irrespective of the nature of the anaesthetic or the daration of the anaesthesia, "and that if it be already present it is increased thereby." This has been confirmed by Abram2 in. a series of cases at the Royal Infirmary, Liverpool.
The importance of this fact has been recognized by all, though some, like Wallace and Gillespie of the Prince of Wales's Hospital, London,8 fully appreciate the dangers and take suitable prophylactic measures. REMARKS. In neither case was the urine tested for acetone beforethe operation.
Since the occurrence of these cases the urine of every child in the infirmary is tested for acetone on admissionby Legal's test, and if present the operation is delayed, if possible, till the acetone bas been, eliminated, and treatment is continued after the operation.
Wallace and Gillespie pointed out4 that an individual deprived of carbohydrates excretes acetone and diacetic acid, but the exhibition of carbohydrates rapidly causes the disappearance of these substances. They therefore employ glucose as a prophylactic. So lDeut. med. Woch., Leipzig, No. 19, 1895, 17 and 18,1894. 2Liverpool Medieo-Chirurgical Journal. 8 Practitioner, February, 1910. 4 The method differs from the older one of enclosing the radium in glass or metal tubes. Instead, pure radium in the form of sulphate is spread on a varnished surface of metal or linen, and screens of various densities are interposed between the applicator and the tissues. In this way it is claimed that a much smaller quantity of radium is required, and the amount of the radiation can be graduated and concentrated either on the surface or on the deeper parts. The best results appear to be obtained from appli. cators containing 2j mg. of pure radium to each square centimetre. I have used two applicators of this strength,. one measuring 4k and the other 9 square centimetres.
In the majority of my cases the disease has been in avery advanced stage. In two only was the cancer still in au operaule condition. These were very similar cases of
